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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

PARTICIPANTS: Moises (LNU), Comalapa farmer
. - Rafaela (LNU), Comalapa schoolteacher
Teofila (LNU), Comalapa student
Arnold M. Isaacs, Political Officer

DATE & PLACE: January 28 _ 1981 '
Ruby Restaurant, Guatemala City

SUBJECT: . "Reign. T in Comalapa, -
altenango Department

COPIES TO: CHARGE POL-3 USICA ECON |ARA/CEN/G
DATT RSO  AID  opA.3  INR/RAR
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The three informants were introduced to the reporting officer by

' ﬁm—mmrtm—ﬁmwu's and has many friends there.
e Tee are all Indians. They would not reveal their last

names. The women wore native dress. The purpose of the meeting
was to enable the reporting officer to gain "first hand" under-
standing of the violence in Comalapas, a once tranquil and pro-
sperous Indian town 1-1/2 hours west of Guatemala City.

Rafaela, who did most of the talking, said she believed the

- atmosphere of terror began with the abduction-death of Nehemias
CUMEZ, one-time director of Vivienda Popular, in March (?) 1980,
Since’ then some 30 people have been killed. There is no clear
pattern. Some have been Reconstruction Committee (i.e., govern-
ment) promotores; others seem to have been associated with Cumez
in one way or another. (Note: Even government officials concede
that Reconstruction Committee personnel have been victims of
rightwing violence.) Most came out etter educated and
more modern segment o € community -- especially those belonging
to the Catholic Church congregation which“Split o €
traditionalists some years ago. -

Teofila's father had been killed one week earlier. Intruders,
with faces covered, forced their way into the house late at night, .
dragged him outside to the rear of the house, and blew off his
BRead. Police did not arrive until 8 in the morning. Teofila -
said her father had no political involvement. He had, however,
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she knew her father attended no meetings whatsoever. e was a
former military commissioner yho tried to distance himse Tom
ally poTtTIcaTusSociations once the killings started.

The reporting officer asked whom they thought responsible for the
killings. One responded, "The judiciales" (the term used for
plainclothes police). Another said the Army. Were these one and
the same in the local context? There was difference of opinion.
Rafaela said the Army detachment which had been stationed in a
‘tent encampment for the past 8 months or so on the outskirts
supposedly patrols in the town for "the protection" of the towns-
people. There is an  informal curfew beginning at 6 PM. 1If so,

she reasoned, how was it that so many murders can oc¢ur with
apparent impunity if the Army itself is not involved?

Does anyone complain to the authorities? that no one
égg§Z;:%EEEE:IEEEZEEIZ:§§§:§§§§:Z£3r. He who complained wou
@ marked man, was the general feeling. They insisted that there
is no guerrilla activity in t apa ar ey had no

e purported guerrilla attack on an Army truck in

g
an aldea of Comalapa earlier in the month. (We subsequently
learned that the ambush took place closer to the town of San Martin

Jilotepeque). They conceded tha ave been associated
with the Campesino Uni ommittee (CUC), a peasant organization
onc TR Chimaltenango Department which has been underground

for at least a year. They said that contrary to some impressions,
there was no ORPA activity in their area, Until Cumez was abdu

murders we€Te unheard of in Comalapa, where everyone has his own
Yand and social constraints kept common crimes well within bounds.
The reporting officer asked if they had concrete evidence of Army
invelvement in the killings. They cited two examples: The case
ofIe.ngxsnn_xaks3_2%2_2_Qhimél2saanzg;snmalana_hgé_Lsgzévégéer
kill urported guerrillas dressed in olive drab. engers
noticed tﬁat a%'IEEgt'UEE’ﬁbre the laced boots characteristic of
military. Also there is an Army checkpoint at the entrance to the
town. ' Soldiers collect personal documents there and take them

"behind a tree" to check names against lists they are seen to
carry. :

The three agreed there is set modus operandi in the killings.
One woman was strangled; another beaten to death. Many, of course,
were shot, often but not exclusively by automatic weapons. Bodies
of Comalapa residents frequently turned up outside of the town --
nearby Sumpango, Zaragoza‘and Los Aposentos and some as far away
as-Guatemala City. Others are found at the scene of the killing.
Some_are'tortured; some not,

They believed that the situation in Comalapa was of a piece with
the “terror in other Indian towns of Chimaltenango Department --

San Martin Jilotepeque and San Jose Poaquil, among others -- but
worse in Comalapa which was becoming something of 3 ghast town.
el
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An exodus of studen CL S gbf eachers had virtually closed
dowh the ondary schoo Farmers were leaving their land and
SeeKINy WOTK 1n Guatemala City. All three of them have left
Comalagc for the duration. .Moises considere n hiding

ev eople came to his house looking for him.
He said he could not imagine why.

L, AWhho introduced the three offered

the speculation that the situatiom was the combination of Army
-overreaction built on the bad information served up by local
informers in order to settle scores or to get control of land.
The three neither accepted nor rejected this hypothesis. He said
he could probably put together a 1ist of_40 persons killed in

Comalapa since early 1980. only a few of whose names had reached
the media. .

Postcript: A February 10 Army bulletin reported the detonation that
day of a Claymore mine one kilometer from the entrance to Comalapa.
It damaged an Army supply vehicle and wounded four soldiers.
Supposedly the attackers fled without further engagement.
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